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The mightiness of the small
and insignhcicant (H Kings 5)

iNow Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a
great and honorable man in the eyes of his master, because by him
the LLord had given victory to Syria. He was also a mighty man of
valor, but a leper. 2And the Syrians had gone out on raids, and had
brought back captive a young girl from the land of Israel. She
waited on Naaman s wife. slhen she said. to her mistress, “If only my
master were with the prophet who Is in Samaria! For he would heal
him of his leprosy.”” +And Naaman went in andtold his master,
saying, “Thus and thus said the girl who is from the land of Israel.”
51 hen the king of Syria said, “Go now, and [ will send a letter to the
king of Israel.” So he departed and took with him ten talents of
silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten changes of

clothing. sThen he brought the letter to the king of Israel, which
sald, Now be advised, when this letter comes to you, that | have sent
Naaman my servant to you, that you may heal him of his leprosy.



7And it happened, when the king of ‘Israel read the letter, that he tore
his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and make alive, that this
man sends a man to me to heal him of his leprosy? Therefore please
consider, and see how he seeks a quarrel with me.” 850 It was, when
Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his
clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your
clothes? Please let him come to me, and he shall know that there is a
prophet in Israel.” oThen Naaman went with his horses and chariot,
and he stood. at the door of Elisha s house. 10And Elisha sent a
messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times,
and your flesh shall be restored to you, and you shall be

clean.” 1But Naaman became furious, and went away and said,
“Indeed, I said to myself, ‘He will Surely come out to-me, and stand
and call on the name of the Lord his God, and wave his hand over
the place;-and heal the leprosy. 12Are not the Abanah and the
Pharpar the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of
Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and
went away In a rage. 13And his servants came near and spoke to
him, and said, “My father, If the prophet had told you to do
something great, would you not have done it? How much more then,
when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”



1450 he went down and dipped seven times in the Jordan, according to the
saying of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little
child, and he was clean. 1sAnd he returned to the man of God, he and all
his aides, and came and stood before him, and he said, “[ndeed, now [
know that there Is no God In all the earth, except in Israel; now therefore,

please take a gift from your servant.” 16But he said, “As the Lord lives,
before whom I stand, I will receive nothing. ~ And he urged him to
take it, but he refused. 1zSo Naaman said, “Then, if not, please let
your servant be given two mule-loads of earth; for your servant will
no longer offer either burnt offering or sacrifice to other gods, but to
the LLord. sYet in this thing may the Lord parden your servant: when
my master goes into the temple of Rimmon to worship-there, and he
leans on my hand, and | bow down in the temple of Rimmon—when |
bow down'in the temple of Rimmon, may the Lord please pardon

your-servant in this thing. " 1wThen he said to him, “Go in peace.” So
he departed from him a short distance.



( ontrast this young girl and Naaman

s  Naaman a gentile...
She Is a hated Jew

s Naaman is a great man...
She Is an insignificant lowly,enslaved maid.

s He was the great “Naaman™. ..
She isn t even named.

s He was the Captain of the host of Syria. ..
She Is a captive in a foreign land.



| Corinthians 1: 18 says, “1he message of the cross, is
foolishness to those who are perishing but to those who are
being saved. it is the power of God.” Then verses 26-31

26 Think about your own calling, brothers,. Not many of you
were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not
many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what Is nonsense
In the world to make the wise feel ashamed. God chose what Is
weak In the world to make the strong feel ashamed. 28And
God chose what Is insignificant in the world, what is despised,
what Is nothing, in order to destroy what is something, 29s0
that no human being may boast in God's presence. 301t IS
because of him that you are in union with Christ Jesus, who
for us has become wisdom from God, as well as our
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. 31Therefore, as
it is written, “The person who boasts must boast in the Lord.”



A FEDIESTINATING, SOVIEREIGN
GODITHAD BEENFLANNING
THISTEVENT

m Psalm 31: 15 “My times are in YOUR hands.”

m AcCts 17: 26-27 “From one man He made
every nation of men that they should inhabit
the whole earth and He determined the times
set for them and the exact place where they
should live.”




s [HE PRINCIPLE HERES God has a Wise
and good reason behinadeach ofithe
perplexing and heart wrenching trials
which enter our lives.

s QUESTION: Which'is best, tointerpret
God through our circumstances or to
Interpret our circumstances through God?



Summing it all L

We must. ..
1) Seize opportunities
2) Be alert for “Divine” appointments
3) Stop murmuring
4) Praise God in all things
5) Seek actively to bless others



