
For my 
eyes have 
seen your 
salvation!



In CS Lewis’s classic book “Mere Christianity” there is a 
chapter called “The Great Sin.”

Nearly all those evils in the world which people put down to 
greed or selfishness are really far more the result of Pride. 

Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, only out of 
having more of it than the next man. We say that people 
are proud of being rich, or clever, or good-looking, but they 
are not. They are proud of being richer, or cleverer, or 
better-looking than others… Once the element of 
competition has gone, pride has gone.



And when the time came for their purification 

according to the Law of Moses, they brought him 

up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  (as it is 

written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who 

first opens the womb shall be called holy to the 

Lord”)  and to offer a sacrifice according to what is 

said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, 

or two young pigeons.” 

Luke 2:22-24 



An image of Jews being beaten from a thirteenth-century 
English manuscript. The figures in blue and yellow are wearing 
a badge in the shape of two tablets, identifying them as Jews.



Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 

courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus 

to do for him what the custom of the Law required,  

Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 

saying:  "Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you 

now dismiss your servant in peace.  For my eyes 

have seen your salvation,  which you have prepared 

in the sight of all people,  a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." 

Luke 2:27-32 



Apostolic Constitutions (4th Century) - An Evening Prayer

"You children, praise the Lord: praise the name of the Lord." We praise 

You, we sing hymns to You, we bless You for Your great glory, O Lord 

our King, the Father of Christ the immaculate Lamb, who takes away 

the sin of the world. Praise becomes You, hymns become You, glory 

becomes You, the God and Father, through the Son, in the most holy 

Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen. "Now, O Lord, let Your servant depart 

in peace, according to Your word; for my eyes have seen Your 

salvation, which You have prepared before the face of all people, a 

light for the revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people 

Israel." 



The child's father and mother marveled at what 

was said about him.  Then Simeon blessed them 

and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined 

to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and 

to be a sign that will be spoken against,  so that the 

thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a 

sword will pierce your own soul too." 

Luke 2:33-35 
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