
 “a view from the finish line”

II Timothy 4: 5-8



II Timothy 4: 5-8
“But you should keep a clear mind in every situation. 
Don’t be afraid of suffering for the Lord. Work at 
bringing others to Christ. Complete the ministry God 
has given you.

As for me, my life has already been poured 
out as an offering to God. The time of my 
death is near. I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished the race, and I have 
remained faithful. And now the prize awaits 
me—the crown of righteousness that the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on 
that great day of his return. And the prize is 
not just for me but for all who eagerly look 
forward to his glorious return.” (NLT)



II Timothy 4: 5-8
“The Message”

“But you – keep your eye on what you are doing; 

accept the hard times along with the good; keep the 
Message alive; do a thorough job as God’s servant.

You take over.  I’m about to die, my life an     
offering on God’s alter.  This is the only race worth 

running.  I’ve run hard right to the finish, 
believed all the way.   All that’s left now is 
the shouting – God’s applause! Depend on 
it, he’s an honest judge.  He’ll do right not 
only by me, but by everyone eager for his 
coming”
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If we are to have the kind of view from 
OUR own “finish line” we then need…

a COURSE to follow and race

a  COACH we must listen to

a  CROWN we can anticipate



Hebrews 12
See what this means—all these pioneers who blazed the way, all 

these veterans cheering us on? It means we’d better get on with 

it. Strip down, start running—and never quit! No extra spiritual 

fat, no parasitic sins. Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began 

and finished this race we’re in. Study how he did it. Because he 

never lost sight of where he was headed—that exhilarating finish 

in and with God—he could put up with anything along the way: 

Cross, shame, whatever. And now he’s there, in the 

place of honor, right alongside God. When you 

find yourselves flagging in your faith, go over that 

story again, item by item, that long litany of 

hostility he plowed through. That will shoot 

adrenaline into your souls!



I Corinthians 9:24 -27
24 Don’t you realize that in a race 

everyone runs, but only one person gets 

the prize? So run to win! 25 All athletes are 

disciplined in their training. They do it to 

win a prize that will fade away, but we do 

it for an eternal prize. 26 So I run with 

purpose in every step. I am not just 

shadowboxing. 27 I discipline my body like 

an athlete, training it to do what it should. 

Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to 

others I myself might be disqualified.



I “WILL” finish the race God has given me  
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